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BULLETIN OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



A MODERN JAPANESE HELMET 

DATED 185O 




CRANIAL PORTION OF JAPANESE HELMET 

A MONG the objects secured by the 
f\ Museum from the collection 
f\ of the late Heber R. Bishop, 
-* ^ is a Japanese helmet (only 
the cranial portion or hachi), which has 
an exceptional interest to the student of 
Japanese armor. It is not only one of the 
latest specimens of its kind, but, very rare 
in this decadent period, and an admirable 
example of the art of the armorer. The 
hachi is noteworthy for a number of 
reasons. It recalls the head-pieces of 
the Ashikaga period (1 336-1600)* in its 
shape, in the great rim in the region of 
the apical ornament, in its material, for 
it is exclusively of iron, in the archaic 
way in which the loops and pegs of the four 
devd points are represented, and in the 
wide ornamental band (koshi-kumo) 
which passes around the hachi near and 
parallel to its brim. On the other hand, 
it has not copied quite accurately the 
early Japanese helmet, and further 
study brings out a number of features 
symptomic of the latest armor-making 
period of Japan: thus on the four 
wide and decorated rays which span 
*This is noteworthy in connection with the re- 
vival of interest during the early nineteenth cen- 
tury in matters connected with early Japanese 
history. It was this revival which shortly played 
an important part in abolishing the shogunate and 
reestablishing the emperor. 



the hachi (which are simple in early 
specimens), there appears an ornament- 
ation of plum blossoms, these expressed 
by perforations and colored by a back- 
ground of tinselly gold. So also the 
apical ornament, instead of merely bound- 
ing a large central opening, the sacred 
hachitnan%a, through which the mind of 
the wearer was believed to come in closer 
rapport with heavenly influence, is here 
an elaborate solid rosette in the form of a 
chrysanthemum, again decadent in treat- 
ment, the petals perforated and colored 
by means of a golden background. The 
decoration of the rim of this rosette is also 
an evidence of the inferior taste of a late 
period, for the marginal ornament, a 
sepal-shaped %a, has been given a series 
of perforated plum blossoms, which again 
greatly mar the ancient design. The ab- 
sence of a margin adjusted for a wide brow- 
peak is also a modern characteristic. 

There can be no doubt that the present 
headpiece was designed for a personage of 
the highest rank, for the sixteen-petalled 
chrysanthemum which forms here the 
central ornament could be borne only by 
the greatest princes; and the fact that 
few good arms were being produced at 
that time lessens the probability of its 
having belonged to a minor noble. More- 
over, the wide ornamental bands bear no 
less than nine radial strap-shaped or- 
naments-)- shinodare (symbolized swords 
of Fudo, god of wisdom and mercy). 

The following inscription appears in the 
usual position on the inner surface of the 
back of the hachi, translated literally: 

"In the former period Kaeai, third 
year, in the summer, sixth month, first 
day (equivalent of June 1, 1850), of 
Prince Satsuma a Samurai, Fukita To- 
motani this made." 

As a specimen of the best workman- 
ship of the latest Tokugawa period, the 
present hachi has no rival in the collec- 
tions which the writer has examined in 
Japan. B. D. 

fit is hard to determine accurately the military 
rank indicated by these ornaments. Two of them 
appear on the helmet of an officer ranking about 
as a captain, four indicate a colonel, and six or 
seven, a general. But thuruse does not appear 
to have indicated fixed rank at all periods and in 
all provinces 



